SIKKIM (DREJONG, ’ BRAS-LJONGS ) 


The small kingdom of Sikkim was located between Nepal, Bhutan, Tibet, and the rest of India, occupying 
the upper valleys of the Tista and Ranglt rivers. The territory was inhabited by Lepcha tribes, Tibetans, and 
Nepalese, and most of the population was converted to Buddhism by Tibetan lamas by the 17 th century. In 1641 
Phuntsok Namgyal, a descendant of the royal dynasty of Tibet, was consecrated by three lamas as chosgyal (cos- 
rgyal) of Sikkim, with his capital at Yuksom. The capital was later transferred to Rabdentse in 1670 and after a 
period of peace there followed a number of conflicts with neighboring Nepal in the 18 th century. Most of Sikkim 
was occupied by Nepal in 1780, and the Nepalese enjoyed overlordship over Sikkim until 1815. For greater 
security the capital was moved from Rabtentse to Tumlong in 1793. Defeated by the British, Sikkim lost some of 
its southern possessions and became a British protectorate in 1861. Thutob Namgyal was twice detained by the 
British and moved the capital to Gangtok (Gangtok), but his son Sidkyong Trulku succeeded in reestablishing 
Sikkim’s independence by agreement with the British in 1914. Although Sikkim did not join India in 1947, it 
became partly dependent on it. With anti-monarchist sentiment causing disturbances within Sikkim during a 
period of strained Sino-Indian relations, India intervened in 1974, leading up to a referendum that abolished the 
monarchy and united Sikkim with India in 1975. 

In the list below the royal names are given in phonetic transcription followed by the scientific orthographic 
transliteration in parentheses and italics. 


1641—1670 
1670—1686 
1686—1716 
I7I7-I733 
1733-1780 
1780-1793 
1793—1861 
1861—1874 
1874-1914 
1914 
1914-1963 
1963-1975 


Cbosgyals ( cos-rgyah ) of Sikkim 

Phuntsok Namgyal (P‘un-ts‘ogs rnam-rgyal) ... son of Guru Tenzin (bLama bsTan-’dzin) 

Tensung Namgyal (bsTan-gzuh rnam-rgyal) ... son of Phuntsok Namgyal 

Chador Namgyal (Pyag-dor rnam-rgyal) ... son of Tensung Namgyal 

Gyumey Namgyal (’Gyur-med rnam-rgyal) ... son of Chador Namgyal 

Namgyal Phuntsok (rNam-rgyalpim-ts'ogs) ... son of Gyumey Namgyal 

Tenzin Namgyal (bsTan-’dzin rnam-rgyal) ... son of Namgyal Phuntsok 

Tsugphud Namgyal (gTsug-p'ud rnam-rgyal) ... son of Tenzin Namgyal; abdicated, died 1863 

Sidkyong Namgyal (Srid-skyon rnam-rgyal) ... son of Tsugphud Namgyal 

Thutob Namgyal (mTii-stobs rnam-rgyal) ... son of Tsugphud Namgyal 

Sidkyong Trulku (Srid-skyon sprul-sku) ... son of Thutob Namgyal 

Tashi Namgyal (bKra-sis rnam-rgyal) ... son of Thutob Namgyal 

Palden Thondup Namgyal (dPal-ldan don-gnb rnam-rgyal) ... son of Tashi Namgyal; 

deposed, died 1981 
(to India 1975) 



